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What is it?
A computed tomography, or “CT” scan, is a special type of X-ray that is used to look for problems in the bones, tissues (such as muscle or fat), and the solid organs of the body. This test can be used to look at many parts of the body, like the brain, abdomen, and chest. CT scans show more detail than a regular X-ray.

In a CT scan, a large machine rotates around the patient, and sends x-ray beams to the part of the body being tested. The beams can make pictures of the body that a radiologist (a doctor trained to read the scans) can then interpret. 

With the pictures, the doctor can look for infections, injuries, problems with the blood vessels (such as bleeding in the brain or other organs), as well as tumors or cancer.
What to expect?

When you come for your appointment, the nurses in the radiology department may have your child change into a hospital gown. They may ask that the child have nothing to eat or drink for up to 8 hours before.

Your child may then have an IV line placed if the doctors need to use “contrast” (iodinated material that makes the pictures easier to read). 

Your child will then lie on a thin table which slides into the scanning machine. The machine takes a few minutes to take the x-rays. A CT scan is painless, and there is no recovery period.

Why does my child need this?

A CT scan gives many details about the body that a normal x-ray cannot. In many cases, it is the best way to look for deep infections, tumors, or bleeding without having a surgery.
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Any risks?



A CT scan does use radiation but every effort is made to use as little radiation as possible.  The information that the CT scan gives usually outweighs this risk.


The contrast material given in an IV can sometimes cause an allergic reaction. Your doctor may give your child medicine before the test to reduce this risk. The doctors in the radiology department always have emergency equipment nearby for allergic reactions.


Pregnant women should not have a CT scan because it is very dangerous to a fetus.
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